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From:  Jill Morelli 
Date:  7 August 2019 
RE:  An Example: Using new DNA rubrics for portfolios 
 
This is an example and only that.  Yours will differ. I welcome your comments, criticisms and 
observations. I do this only to show that you, too, can do this. I knew nothing about DNA in 
January 2017, but decided to devote 2017 to learning what I could. Do NOT let the change in the 
rubrics stand in your way of submitting. 
 
To those of you who work with DNA regularly, I think you will also find this of interest.  You 
perhaps have not broadened your scope enough to answer the questions the rubrics pose 
concerning integration with documentary work.  Let me know what you think. 
 
Remember: DNA is only one type of the many pieces of evidence we sift through every day. 
 
Comments & Assumptions  
I have the following thoughts about incorporating DNA into my KDP: 

1. I have not included my original submission of my KDP here. 
2. At this time, we have no examples of how to handle a verified lineage in a portfolio. I 

have taken a stab at what I would do if I had to submit under the new rubrics. Until we 
have examples to look at…. 

3. We should not try to identify 3xgrampa (example of a “big problem”) in a KDP….we 
should leave that for the Case Study. We should already have well documented three 
generations before we select that lineage. 

4. I have no idea if what is proposed here would be sufficient documentation of DNA 
evidence in support of a documented lineage in the KDP.   

5. Not every research question requires DNA, e.g. when was Sweeney Todd born is a matter 
of identity, not relationship. There are other reasons why you may not need DNA 
included. 

6. If your client doesn’t request it, then your Research Report won’t need to include DNA. If 
applicable to the research question, you may suggest it in the section on future work,. 

7. If your Case Study is one of identity, or like mine was--- set in the 18th c., you probably 
wouldn’t need a DNA verification either. Amazingly, my 18th c. Swede, the subject of my 
case study does have a ThruLines match in Ancestry! 

8. I think it will be hard to avoid the usage of DNA evidence on the KDP—this element is a 
study of relationships and rarely do we start in the 18th c. and go deeper into time. 

9. I would insert the DNA verification such as the narrative below, into the KDP after all 
the documentary evidence has been presented, but before the Findings. I think it might be 
hard to split it up between the generations but I can be proven wrong. Remember, your 
DNA conclusion should be included in your list of findings. 

10. I cheated! My KDP follows Jan Middents Cornelius Bode > Hendrik > Boyd. This 
discussion follows JMCB> Hendrik > John. I did this because I have a match with a 
MRCA of JMCB through my grandfather, John. I do have a 2C match with Hendrik 
through Boyd, but we don’t share any DNA through JMCB. 

11. Some of my citations are not the best. I could tone them up a bit but I felt it more 
important to post. Get civil birth or church records of the births if you can. 

12. Permissions: The Ammokma test taker is easily identified; I have reached out to her to 
begin a dialog. If I wish to use her name I need to get her permission. 
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13. If I had to do it over again: I would now identify the pertinent Ancestry DNA matches 
using ThruLines to determine which KDP I selected. Check Thrulines or other testing 
websites to determine if there is a match before deciding on your CS or KDP then snip it 
to a PPT or Word doc. This is an insurance policy because some people take their data 
down as soon as you reach out to them. 

 
Good luck!  Jill 
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DNA VERIFICATION 
The documentary evidence ties the generations of Jans Middents Cornelius Bode to Hendrick 
Bode to John Bode, but DNA provides the basis for a conclusion that there is a genetic link 
between the three families as well.  
 
A shared match exists. The researcher must not accept the shared match data presented by the 
testing company without analysis. Since the documentary evidence has already been presented, 
one analyzes the match looking for anomalies. One of those anomalies is pedigree collapse 
between the two matched test takers, which might inflate the centiMorgan quantity, making the 
predicted relationship appear to be closer than it really is. Pedigree collapse is the presence of 
identical people in different lines of descent. Pedigree analysis of both lines minimizes such 
possibilities.   
 
Pedigree analysis. 
“At least three pedigree-related considerations enter into interpreting DNA test results: 

• Accuracy: identify all relevant people in test takers’ pedigrees…. 
• Completeness: Researchers trace all potentially relevant ancestral lines, enabling them to 

consider all paths through which a test taker’s DNA could have descended… 
• Depth: Researchers identify all generations between test takers and a hypothesized 

common ancestor or couple and often some of those beyond….”1 
 
Previously in this document, the Kinship Determination Project illustrated the evidence 
supporting the relationships of those individuals using documentation. Our hypothesis is that Jan 
Middents Cornelius Bode, Hendrik Bode, and John Bode are genetically related. 
 
A match which links to Jans Middents Cornelius Bode between two verified lineages would 
provide evidence of the genetic relationship of the lineage of interest. There is such a match. Two 
test takers, “Jill Morelli” and “Ammokma” match on 25 cM on two segments with a Ancestry 
estimated, but  undocumented, 4th to 6th cousin relationship.2 The common couple for the two 
test takers is Jan Middents Cornelius Bode and his wife, Antje Eckhoff, the Kinship 
Determination Project’s generation #1 couple. See Table no. 1. Test takers are in bold. 
 
ACCURACY 
Ammokma in her public DNA tree linked herself to the most recent common ancestral couple, 
Jan Middents Cornelius Bode/Antje Eckhoff. Jill Morelli’s link to the most recent common 
couple is the subject of this Kinship Determination Project. Gerald Boeve was identified by 
Ancestry as needing evaluation for his proper position in the lineage.3 These unverified 
relationships as presented by Ancestry are diagramed below.  
 
 
  

                                                        
1 Jill Morelli, “DNA Helps Identify “Molly” (Frisch/Lanour) Morelli’s Father,” National Genealogical 
Society Quarterly, 106 (December 2018; 293-306. 
2 “Ancestry DNA ThruLines Results for Jan Middents Cornelius Bode,” database report, AncestryDNA 2 “Ancestry DNA ThruLines Results for Jan Middents Cornelius Bode,” database report, AncestryDNA 
(http://dna.ancestry.com : accessed 6 August 2019), 25 centimorgens, over two segments, segment data not 
available, prediction 4th to 6th cousin genetic match with user “Ammokma.” “Ammokma” identified her 
great great grandfather as Jan Middents Cornelius Bode (1807–1868), a third cousin relationship; no 
kinship to Ammokma or Bode has yet been proved. 
3 Ibid. 
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Table no. 1 
AncestryDNA Suggested Lineage 

 

                                  
 
Based on the above diagram, if true, the relationship between the two test takers (in bold) is of 
third cousin. AncestryDNA predicted the relationship between the test takers as fourth to sixth 
cousin based on the amount of DNA shared.4 The Shared cM Project predicts multiple 
relationships with the relationship of 3rd cousin having 8.5% probability. The range of cM for the 
3rd cousin is 0 to 217.5  The amount of shared centiMorgans, 25 cM, is within the range for third 
cousins. 
 
All the individuals reported in the lineages are relevant to the study. All must be verified as the 
proper relationship. Gerald Boeve must be evaluated for inclusion. 
 
DEPTH 
Verification of Lineage to MRCA: Jill Morelli 

• Jill (Jacobson) Morelli (test taker) is the daughter of Gertrude (Bode) Jacobson;6 
• Gertrude (Bode) Jacobson was the daughter of John Bode;7 
• John Bode was the son of Hendrik Bode;8 

                                                        
4 AncestryDNA, “You and Ammokma,” shared match report; AncestryDNA (http://dna.ancestry.com : 
accessed 7 August 2019). On the ThruLines page, click on the circle with “AM” at the end of the lineage. 
5 Blaine Bettinger, “The Shared cM Project 3.0 tool v4,” DNApainter (http://dnapainter.com : accessed 7 
August 2019). 
6 For Jill’s parents: Winnebago County, Iowa, District Court, Certificate of Birth for Jill Kea Morelli (23 
December 1947). Parents were Harold Jacobson and Gertrude Bode. 
7 For Gertrude Bode’s parents: “Iowa, County Births 1880-1935,”s database, FamilySearch  
(https://familysearch.org : accessed 7 August 2019), Gertrude Bode birth entry (5 November 1911); citing 
Hancock, Iowa, United States; county district courts, Iowa; FHL microfilm 1,477,109. Gertrude Bode’s 
parents were John H. Bode and Carrie Berg 
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• Hendrik Bode was the son of Jon Middents Cornelius Bode & Antje Eckhoff (MRCA).9 
 
Verification of lineage to MRCA: Ammokma 

• Ammokma (test taker) is the daughter of Gerald Boeve;10 
• Gerald Boeve was the son of Mary (Kapenga) Boeve;11 
• Mary (Kapenga) Boeve was the daughter of Everdina (Bode) Kapenga;12 
• Everdina (Bode) Kapenga was the daughter of Jon Middents Cornelius Bode & Antje 

Eckhoff (MRCA).13 
 
Each of the relationships to the parent is supported by documentation. Gerald Boeve is the proper 
parent of Ammokma and the son of Mary (Kapenga) Boeve. There are no intervening generations, 
nor are there any contradictory lineages. 
 
COMPLETENESS 
DNA can be passed down through a variety of individuals in the family tree. The amount of 
centimorgans shared between Jill Morelli and Ammokma could become artificially larger if the 
ancestors of the spouses of Everdina Bode, Marina “Mary” Kapenga and Gerald Boeve are also 
related to the MRCA or any of Jill’s intervening generations. 
 
The spouses of each generation of Ammokma were investigated 

• Everdina Bode, daughter of Jan Middents Cornelius Bode, married Gerrit Kapenga on 30 
September 1880.14 Gerrit’s parents were Jemmes Albert Kapenga and Aaltje Por. They 
immigrated from The Netherlands in 1848.15 

                                                                                                                                                                     
8 For John Bode’s parents: Minutes of the First Christian Reformed Church of Wellsburg, Iowa, 1867-
1967,” vital records, Book 4, alphabetical by first letter of surname, pages unnumbered, birth date of “Jan 
H. Bode” is noted, but christening occurred prior to 1881; digital image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : 
accessed 14 February 2016). Iowa > U.S., Dutch Christian Reformed Church Vital Records, 1856-1970 > 
John Bode, b. 1887. Also: Shirlee Munda [(ADDRESS FOR PRIVATE USE),] to Jill Morelli, original 
transcription, c. 1982, “Transcription of Bode Entries at Ridott [Christian Reformed Church],” Personal 
Correspondence Folder, Bode Research Files. John H. Bode’s parents were Hendrik Bode and Grietje 
(Wienenga) Bode. 
9 For Hendrik Bode’s parents: Westerhusen Evangelische-Reformierte Kirche (Westerhusen, Ostfriesland), 
“Kirchenbüch, 1706-1875,” Hendrik Janssen [Bode], 14 February 1845. Hendrik Bode’s parents were Jan 
Middents Cornelius Bode and Antje Eckhoff. 
10 Gerald Boeve obituary, The Holland [Michigan] Sentinal, 23 April 1987, p. B7, col. 1; obtained from 
Herrick Library, Holland, Michigan. Ammokma’s parents were Gerald Boeve and Wilma Timmer. Mrs. 
Arnold (Marilyn) Mokma was a survivor of her father’s death.  
11 Gerrit Boeve obituary The [Grand Rapids, Michigan] Banner, “Personal,” 25 July 1952, p. 958; Calvin 
College, Heckman Library, Heritage Hall, Grand Rapids, Michigan. The Banner was the official 
publication of the Christian Reformed Church. Gerald Boeve’s parents were Gerrit Boeve & Mary Boeve 
(nee Kapenga) 
12 "Michigan, County Births, 1867-1917," > Ottawa County> 1888-1893 > image 428, vol.5, Marina 
Kapenga birth entry (26 May 1892); digital image, FamilySearch (http://familysearch.org : accessed 5 
August 2019). Marina (Mary) Kapenga’s parents were Gerrit Kapenga and Everdina Bode. 
13 Silver Creek Reformed Church, (German Valley, Stephenson County, Illinois) original baptism record, 
no page number, entry no. 87, Everdina [Bode] (3 May 1859). 
14 "Michigan, Michigan Marriage Records, 1852-1959”, Ottawa County, entry. no. 194;  Garrit Kappenga 
and Everdina Bode marriage entry (30 September 1880); digital image, Ancestry 
(http://www.ancestry.com : accessed 5 August 2019). 
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• Marina “Mary” Kapenga, daughter of Gerrit Kapenga and Everdina Bode, married Gerrit 
Boeves, Jr. on 24 November 1910 in Michigan.16 Gerrit’s parents were Gerrit Boeve and 
Aaltje “Adriana” (?) Boeves. Gerrit’s parents emigrated from The Netherlands.17 

• Gerald Boeve, son of Gerrit Boeve and Mary Kapenga, married Wilma Timmer on 21 
November 1940 in Michigan. Wilma’s parents were Andrew Timmer and Jennie 
Nienhuis.18  Andrew Timmer’s parents were born in The Netherlands. Jennie (Nienhuis) 
Timmer’s father was born in Michigan and her mother was born in The Netherlands.19 

 
There is no evidence of pedigree collapse on the Bode lineage. The surnames of Kapenga, Boeves, 
Por, or Timmer do not exist in the lineage of the Bode family.20  
 
Due to the movement of the Bode family, it would be difficult, perhaps impossible, for any 
collapse to have occurred. Jan Middents Cornelius Bode, his wife (generation 1 of this Kinship 
Determination Project) and their children, including Hendrik (generation 2 of this Kinship 
Determination Project) emigrated from Ostfriesland (Germany) to Illinois in 1854.21 Their 
daughter, Everdina, was born 3 May 1859 in Ridott Township, Stephenson County, Illinois.22 
Hendrik, his family and his youngest sister, Everdina, moved to Grand Rapids, Michigan, circa 
1877. Henry Bode and family left in 1881.23 On 30 September 1880, Everdina married Gerrit 
Kapenga.24 Gerrit Kapenga’s parents emigrated from The Netherlands to Michigan in 1848 .25 

                                                                                                                                                                     
15 E.J. Keijer, De Kapenga's/Kapinga's uit de Marne (n.p.: self-published, no date), 61, v.1, Jemme Alberts 
Kapinga; Calvin College, Hekman Library, Heritage Hall, family files, Grand Rapids, Michigan.  
16 "Michigan, Marriage Records, 1862-1952," Return of Marriages in Ottawa County [Michigan], Gerrit 
Boeve-Mary Kapenga marriage entry (24 November 1910); digital image, Ancestry 
(http://www.ancestry.com : accessed 5 August 2019). 
17 1880 U.S. census, Allegan County, Michigan, population schedule, Fillmore Township, ED 5, p. 12, 
Household 107, Dwelling 107, Gerrit Boeves. The parents were from “Holland” and their son, Gerrit Jr., 
was 1 year old. 
18 "Michigan, Michigan Marriages, 1867-1952," Certificates 1926-1943 > Oceana-Shiawassa > Ottawa 
(1940-1943), Gerald Boeves-Wilma Timmer marriage license and certificate #605 (21 November 1940); 
digital image, Ancestry (http://www.ancestry.com : accessed 6 August 2019.). 
19 1930 U. S. census, Ottawa County, Michigan, population schedule, Jamestown Township, ED 70-24, p. 
5B, household 118, dwelling 120, Andrew G. Timmer. 
20 Jill Morelli, Bode database in RootsMagic. Searched index 7 August 2019 for individuals with negative 
findings for kinship between Bode descendants and ancestors of  Kapenga, Boeves, Por, or Timmer. Only 
those relationships to Ammokma were found. This database is 100% complete to the 7th generation, two 
generations beyond Jan Middents Cornelius Bode and Antje Eckhoff. 
21 “New York, Passenger Lists, 1820-1957,” images, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 28 September 
2016), manifest, S/S Ernst Moritz Arndt, 2 June 1854, page not numbered, lines 28-35, C. Bad[e], age 46, 
and family; citing National Archives and Records Administration (NARA), microfilm publication M237 
(1820-1897), Roll 120. In spite of being indexed as “Bad,” the manifest clearly shows the surname as 
“Bade.” 
22 Silver Creek Reformed Church, (German Valley, Stephenson County, Illinois) original baptism record, 
no page number, entry no. 87, Everdina [Bode] (3 May 1859). 
23 For years of relocation of the Bode Family: “ Christian Reformed Church Ministers Database,” Calvin 
College > Hekman Library > Heritage Hall > more information > Christian Reformed Church Ministers 
Database > Basic Search for Bode > Henry (Hendrick) Bode; Calvin College (http://calvincollege.edu : 7 
Agusut 2019). Seminary training was for five years. For presence of Everdina with Henry Bode family: 
1880 US census, Kent County, Michigan, population schedule, Third Ward, Grand Rapids, ED 140, 
household 49, dwelling 59, Henry Bode.  
24 "Michigan, Michigan Marriage Records, 1852-1959”, Ottawa County, entry. no. 194;  Garrit Kappenga 
and Everdina Bode marriage entry (30 September 1880); digital image, Ancestry 
(http://www.ancestry.com : accessed 5 August 2019). 
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The Kapenga name exists nowhere in the Bode family tree two generations back. The Bode name 
exists nowhere in the Kapenga family tree two generations back. 
 
The pedigrees show no evidence of collapse. The short time the Bodes stayed in Michigan, the 
stability of the Kapengas and others staying in Michigan, the recent immigrations of the families 
involved, and the people of interest being from different countries make the pedigree collapse 
unlikely or even impossible.  
 
Evidence has proven kinship based on the documents between Jan Middents Cornelius Bode, 
Hendrick Bode and John Bode of the Kinship Determination Project. Pedigree analysis has 
proven the genetic relationship of the three generations. If at any point the lineage of Jill Morelli 
was interrupted, the match with Ammokma  would not occur. 
 
I would now add a bullet to my findings: 
 

• Jan Middents Cornelius Bode, Hendrick Bode and John Bode are genetically related, 
supporting the documentary evidence. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
A VERY LIMITED LIST OF RESOURCES 
Board for Certification of Genealogists, Genealogy Standards, Second Edition. Nashville: 

Ancestry.com, 2019. 
Jones, Thomas W. “Too Few Sources to Solve a Family Mystery? Some Greenfields in Central 

and Western New York,” National Genealogical Society Quarterly. 103 (June 2015) : 85-
103. The table on page 91 is another way to present the lineages and the proofs for each 
of the relationships. This is also a presentation in Family Tree Webinars. 

Mills, Elizabeth Shown. QuickSheet: Citing Genetic Sources for History Research, Evidence 
Style. 2015. 

Morelli,  Jill. “DNA Helps Identify “Molly” (Frisch/Lanour) Morelli’s Father,” National 
Genealogical Society Quarterly, 106 (December 2018; 293-306. This article outlines the 
kind of supporting information one needs to provide to support the claim there is no 
pedigree collapse. Written to comply with the new Genealogy Standards and the DNA 
standards. 

 
 

                                                                                                                                                                     
25 E.J. Keijer, De Kapenga's/Kapinga's uit de Marne (n.p.: self-published, no date), 61, v.1, Jemme Alberts 
Kapinga; Heritage Hall family files, Hekman Library, Calvin College, Grand Rapids, Michigan. 


