
GPS ELEMENT #3:  
ANALYSIS & 

CORRELATION 
“We analyze and correlate the collected information to 

assess its quality as evidence.” – BCG Standards Manual 



Thomas W. Jones, Mastering 
Genealogical Proof (Arlington, VA: 
National Genealogical Society, 2013). 
This book is the basis for this presentation and is 
quoted throughout. 



WORKSHOP MOMENT: #1 
Retrieve a source from the library with the following characteristics: 

 
Contains family information (BMDB) 

Not a reference book 
Example: journal, cemetery transcriptions, family compiled records, etc. 



Genealogical Proof Standard 

1. Reasonably exhaustive search 
2.  Informative citations to sources 
3. Analysis and correlation 
4. Resolution of conflicting evidence 
5. Written conclusion  
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Is this you?… 
• Our level of analysis and correlation is…”Well, this answer 

must be right; it fits.” 
•   Fill in the blank on the pedigree chart 
• Move on 

•  Don’t think about the quality of the source 
•  Don’t think about the quality of the information within the source 
•  Don’t write your reasoning 
•  Don’t see gaps 
•  Don’t identify missing sources 



Analysis and Correlation… 
                      is a mindful exercise 

• Analyze the source  
• Analyze the information within the source 
• Compare & contrast what we found with what we have 
• See the gaps 
•  Identify missing sources which might make our conclusion  

stronger 
•  Identify missing information which might make our 

conclusion stronger 



Following the GPS…. 
• Organizes our thinking. 
• Provides a structured approach to our research 
•  Teaches us to be critical thinkers 

• Remember…we always start with a research question. 

•  Check out: 
“A citation sigh,” Judy Russell Weblog: The Legal Genealogist, 13 March 2014, 
http://www.legalgenealogist.com/blog/2014/03/13/a-citation-sigh/ : 22 March 
2014. 



REVIEW 



Definitions 

 Source 



Types of Sources 

• Original records 
• Written reports near the time of the event by an 

observer.  No previous record. 

• Derivative records 
•  Created from previous records, by transcribing, abstracting, 

translating or reproducing it with alterations 

• Authored Works 
• Compiled records, ex.: family history 



WORKSHOP MOMENT: #2 
Categorize your source as  

original, derivative or as an authored work. 
 

Why? 



Information 

 Source 

 Information #4 

 Information #3  Information #1 

 Information #2 

 Information #5 



Information… 
It’s all about the informant…. 
• Primary: eyewitness 
• Secondary: hearsay 
• Undetermined: don’t know 



WORKSHOP MOMENT: #3 
Categorize the information contained within your source  

as primary, secondary or undetermined. 
 

Why? 



WORKSHOP MOMENT: #4 
Write a citation of your source remembering: 

Who? 
What? 
When? 

Where in? 
Where is? 



ANALYSIS 



Discussion of Source/Information 
• Why was it created? 
• What was the amount of time that elapsed? 
• Was the recorder professional and careful? 
• Was the source open to challenge & correction 
• Was the source protected against bias etc. 
•  If authored, did experts evaluate? 
•  If authored, did writer use least error-prone sources? 
•  Is it altered in any way? 
• Does the informant have potential for biases? 
• Was informant reliable? 

Jones, MGP, p. 58. 



Steps to Mindful Analysis: 
1.  Categorize  your Source 
2.  Categorize the Information  
3.  Identify the information within the source that answers 

your research question (evidence) 
4.  Determine if there are any issues associated with the 

source or its information which “give you pause.” 
5.  Are your sources independent? 
6.  Remember:  none of this activity addresses accuracy! 

The information/evidence contained within the source 
can be wrong! 



WORKSHOP MOMENT: #5 
What birth information contained within these sources is likely to be dependent? 

 
Bible record written by mother 

State vital record of birth 
School record 

Naturalization record 
Death record 
tombstone 



Evidence 
• Requires the intercession of the reader to discern what 

assists in answering the research question. 
• Poses a tentative answer to a genealogical questions 
• After we test an answer with analysis 

and correlation => hypothesis 
• After we complete the correlation,  

and the hypothesis “survives” =>  
there is a conclusion. 



Proof 
• Requires multiple pieces of evidence 

(a minimum of 2) 
• A thorough analysis of the source 



Process Map 

    Extract & 
Sources & Information       =>  Analyze Evidence             =>         Proof 

        & Correlate 



CORRELATION 



Correlation is… 
• Process of comparing and contrasting. 

•  Identifies those items in agreement 
•  Identifies those items that are in conflict 

 



Tools for Correlation 
•  Narrative 

•  Simple 
•  Often direct evidence 

•  Bulleted List 
•  Multiple items 
•  1x table 

•  Timeline 
•  Evidence over time 
•  2x table 

•  Table 
•  3x + table comparing complex evidence 
•  often over time 

•  Map 
•  When physical location makes a difference 



Narrative 
Patrick N. Coyne was born approximately 1895 and died in 
Seattle, Washington on 4 August 1959.  His parents were 
Michael Coyne and Mary Kearga.1 Patrick’s obituary, a simple 
death listing, yielded no additional clues.2 

 
The known presence of Patrick in the state of Washington in 
1949, the logical birth year, the exact match of the father’s name, 
the exact match of the mother’s given name and a close 
phonetic match of the mother’s surname indicates that the 
Patrick N. Coyne, born approximately1895, was Mary’s older 
brother. 
 
1.  “Washington State Death Certificate Index, 1907-1960,” database, Washington Digital Archive (

http://www.digitalarchives.wa.gov/Record/View/9A81B41C16B1AF554B0A8261A104187Bb : accessed 9 February 2014), 
entry for Patrick N. Coyne, 4 August 1959. An inspection of the actual death certificate would clarify whether the mother’s last 
name was a misspelling or was entered as Kearga. 

2.  Patrick Coyne death listing, Seattle Times (7 August 1949), col. 3, p. 29. 



Bulleted List 
It is likely that Mary Coyne #2 is the same person as Mary Coyne 
#1. Many characteristics recorded on the two passenger 
manifests match.  
•  Residents of Clonbur ticketed to sail on the SS Baltic all 

changed their tickets to sail instead on the SS Mauretania, 
including Mary. 

•  The person who paid the passage, Kate/K. Kerrigan, was the 
same in both records. 

•  Kate Kerrigan was recorded as a cousin on the SS Mauretania 
manifest.  Kerrigan is the birth name of Mary Coyne’s mother. 

•  The birth Townland name, Clonbur, was the same in both 
records. 

•  Mary was a servant on both records. 



Timeline 
 

Event Ida’s Events FE’s Event 
birth1 21 May 1811, 

Jennelt Ostfriesland 
Alsdefeld, 
Hessen, 
Darmstadt 

marriage #12 Sieben Ubben (van) 
Berg(en), 15 April 
1838, Manslagt, 
Ostfriesland 

 

immigration3 27 May 1857, to 
Illinois  

land 
purchase by 
S. Berg4 

1858, $150 from C. 
Radeaker  

Sieben dies5 3 Dec 1858, 
probably Freeport, 
IL 

 

1860 census6 Lancaster 
Township, 
Stephenson County, 
Edith Baird is HOH. 

 

Marriage #27 8 October 1861, 
German Reformed 
Church, Freeport, as 
Ida Berg, license & 
cert. has both Eda 
and Ida 

8 October 
1861, 
German 
Reformed 
Church, 
Freeport 

marriage of 
daughter, 
Geelke8 

witnessed as Ida 
Eylen(r), 1 Nov. 
1862, Stephenson 
Co. IL 

 

becomes full 
member of 
SCRC9 

24 Dec. 1862, 
“...widow Berg, born 
21 May 1811,...” 

 

land sale by 
Eda Berg, 
and all 
children10 

2 March 1864, $75, 
to C. Rademaker  

!L 1865 
census 

not found  
1870 census not found  
move to 
Iowa11 

1871  
1880 census12 Ackley, Hardin Co. 

IA, age 67 (b. 1813)  
1884 founding member, 

Ida Berg, of 
Belmond, Wright 
Co, IA RC 

 

IA 1885 
census 

not extant for Wright 
Co. IA  

death14 12 Jan 1889, 
Belmond, Wright 
Co. IA 

 

Obituaries: 3 
newspapers 15 

Mrs. Ida Berg, no 
mention of a second 
marriage 

 

 
 



Table 



Map 

ATTACHMENT 1: MAP OF FARMS ASSOCIATED WITH THE ANDERS NILSON FAMILY, PRIOR 

TO MOVING TO SKRÜBBEN FARM, KRAGERØ. SANNIDAL PARISH

Key

! Hovland 

! area of Lunde (town)

! England

! Grini

! Plassen  (Pladson ?)

! Skaardal (possible location)

Town of Bø  is off map and north of Lunde;  
Skrübben, Sannidal is off map to south.

Maps from google maps.  Locations of 
farms based on information from 
http://kart.gulesider.no



WORKSHOP MOMENT: #6 
Within your source can you find correlations  

which illustrate the following types of structure?: 
 

Narrative? 
Bulleted list? 

Table? 
Maps? 

Timelines? 



Sources to assist you with  
   analysis & correlation 

•  Donn Devine, “Evidence Analysis,” Professional Genealogy, Elizabeth 
Shown Mills, editor (Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Co., 2001) 
327-344. 

•  Elizabeth Shown Mills, Evidence Explained: Citing Historical Evidence 
from Artifacts to Cyberspace (Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Co., 
2009), 13-38. 

•  Eugene A. Stratton, Applied Genealogy (unknown: Ancestry, 
Incorporated, 1988) 89-106. 

•  National Genealogical Society Quarterly (NGSQ), all issues.  Journal 
focuses on methodology using case studies. 

•  Tom W. Jones, Mastering Genealogical Proof (Arlington, Virginia: 
National Genealogical Society, 2013) 53-71. 

•  Val Greenwood, The Researcher’s Guide to American Genealogy 
(Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Co., 2000) 65-78. 



QUESTIONS? 


